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Part II

2.0 Information regarding questions and answers
 2.1  Question paper I
   2.1.1  Structure of the question paper I

* The time allocated for the paper I is one hour.

* It includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. 

* The total marks for the paper I is 40.

Question (Test) 
No. Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

1 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

2 Reading 1 × 5 05

3 Writing 1 × 5 05

4 Language Functions 
& Grammar 1 × 5 05

5 Reading 1 × 5 05
6 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05

7 Reading 1 × 5 05

8 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05
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  2.1.2 Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments 

* Observations and comments on answering all the questions in Paper I are based on Graphs 1 and 3.

• Test 1  −  Vocabulary

Objective  −  Assess the ability to use words appropriately and accurately to convey precise meaning
Technique  −  Filling in the blanks

with expected answers :

e
d

a

f
c
b

Observations and Comments on Test 1 :

OBSERVATIONS :
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Test 1 is based on Vocabulary.
Facility of parts in Test 1 in this question paper is as 
follows.
 Part (1) - 91%
 Part (2) - 89%
 Part (3) - 89%
 Part (4) - 90%
 Part (5) - 85%
Facility of each part in Test 1 in this question paper is 
above 80%. 

COMMENTS :

According to the graph, the vocabulary test has 
been easy for the candidates. The words given in the 
box are very simple. Picture clues given could have 
been helpful for the candidates in selecting the correct 
word for the blank.

The test seems to have given a motivational start for the candidates to proceed with the rest of the 
question paper.
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• Test 2  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand a dialogue
Technique  −  Filling in blanks / Completion

with expected answers :

f

a

c

b

d

e

Observations and Comments on Test 2 :

OBSERVATIONS :
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Test 2 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts in Test 2 in this question paper is as               
follows.

 Part (2) - 76%
 Part (3) - 39%
 Part (4) - 38%
 Part (5) - 55%
 Part (6) - 65%

The facility of parts (2), (5) and (6) is above 50% while the 
facility of parts (3) and (4) is below 40%. 

COMMENTS : 

 

In this reading test part 2 has been the easiest for the candidates because it is possible to guess the 
answer 'early' since the word 'early' appears in both exchanges. However, the candidates had not been 
able to answer part 3 successfully due to the lack of their ability to understand the interconnected 
nature of exchanges in the dialogue.

Students should be properly guided in the classroom to understand relations between parts of a 
text. (Examination and Assessment Guidelines, 2008, p.xii)
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• Test 3  −  Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to write a few sentences describing the picture given
Technique  −  Picture based writing

Expected Answer :

If the sentences were grammatically correct and relevant, they were marked correct.
But if there were more than 3 spelling mistakes, one (01) mark was deducted from the overall mark.
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Observations and Comments on Test 4 :
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Test 4 is based on Language Functions
& Grammar.
Facility of parts in Test 4 in this question 
paper is as follows.
 Part (2) - 59%
 Part (3) - 65%
 Part (4) - 73%
 Part (5) - 54%
 Part (6) - 55%
The facility of all parts in this Test is above 
50%.

COMMENTS :

The test 4 which meant to assess the 
candidates' ability to use question words 
appropriately appears to be easy since 
the facility of all parts is above 50%. Part 
4 has been the easiest because the ques-
tion "Where …....……… live?" is a very 
familiar one for the candidates. Here, the 
question words had been tested in context. 
One reason for nearly 50% of candidates 
to find this test difficult could have been 

their inability to understand the questions and answers given in the test 4 (context).
These findings show that grammar in isolation do not help students. They should be exposed to a 

variety of contexts in order to internalize English grammar.

• Test 5  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand simple utterances 
Technique  −  Matching

with expected answers :

a

c



- 18 -

 

d

e

f

b

Observations and Comments on Test 5 :
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Test 5 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts in Test 5 in this question paper is as 
follows.

 Part (2) - 48%
 Part (3) - 35%
 Part (4) - 33%
 Part (5) - 49%
 Part (6) - 61%

The facility of part (6) in this Test is above 50%. The 
facility of parts (3) and (4) is below 40%.

COMMENTS : 

The test seems to be an average one because the facility of the parts remains at average level except 
in parts 3 and 4. The reason for poor performance in these two parts might have been due to the     
inability of candidates to understand utterances given in both A and B. Isolated sentences given in 
this test could have been another reason for the low facility.

Students' ability to understand sentences linked using conjunctions and connectives should be 
improved through extensive practice, exposing students to authentic situations in the classroom.





- 20 -

• Test 7  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand directly/indirectly stated information 

Technique  −  Multiple choice

with expected answers :
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Observations and Comments on Test 7 :
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Test 7 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts in Test 7 in this question 
paper is as follows.

 Part (1) - 64%
 Part (2) - 64%
 Part (3) - 62%
 Part (4) - 57%
 Part (5) - 38%

The facility of parts (1), (2), (3) and (4) 
in this Test is above 50%. The facility of 
part (5) is below 40%.

COMMENTS : 

The given passage is not difficult for the candidates. The facility of part 1 to 4 is above 
50%. This shows that the candidates have performed well for test 7. One of the reasons for the                          
increase of the facility could have been the type of technique applied in test 7 (multiple choice).                     
In addition, the candidates had been able to extract the directly stated information given in the 
text easily. However, the facility of part 5 in which vocabulary is tested is low. It suggests that           
candidates' ability to deduce the meaning from the text is poor.

• Test 8  −  Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to write a paragraph using the present tense  
Technique  −  Guided writing
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2.2 Question paper II

 2.2.1 Structure of the question paper II

* The time allocated for the paper II is two hours.

* It includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. Test 14 has two choices whereas 
 test 16 has four.

* The total marks for the paper II is 60.

Question (Test) 
No. Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

9 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

10 Grammar ½ × 10 05

11 Reading ½ × 14 07

12 Reading 1 × 5 05

13 Grammar 1 × 5 05

14 Writing C - 3,  L - 3,  O - 2,  M - 2 10

15 Reading

1  -  ½ × 4
2  -  1 × 1
3  -  1 × 1
4  -  1 × 1
5  -  1 × 1
6  -  ½ × 2
7  -  ½ × 2

 

02
01
01
01
01
01
01
08

16 Writing C - 5,  L - 5,  O - 2,  M - 3 15
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 2.2.2  Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments

* Observations and comments on answering all the questions in Paper II are based on Graphs 2(a), 2(b) and 3.

• Test 9  −  Vocabulary

Objective  −  Assess the ability to use the correct form of the word to complete a text   
Technique  −  Multiple choice

with expected answers :

Observations and Comments on Test 9 :
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Test 9 is based on Vocabulary.
Facility of parts in Test 9 in this question paper is as               
follows.

 Part (2) - 61%
 Part (3) - 48%
 Part (4) - 32%
 Part (5) - 79%
 Part (6) - 50%

The facility of parts (2) and (5) is above 60%. The 
facility of part (4) is below 40%.
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COMMENTS : 

This test seems to be an average level item where the candidates have to identify the correct 
answer from the answers given. Part 5 of the question shows a higher facility. The reason might be 
that the word, 'beautiful' is a very familiar term in English. The reason for part 4 to show the lowest 
facility might be the less familiarity with the word 'respond'.

It is evident that most of the students had no clear understanding about 'word classes' of          
English, although many lessons on vocabulary are available in the textbooks. It can be suggested 
that teachers should pay more attention to vocabulary development activities.

• Test 10  −  Grammar

Objective  −  Assess the ability to edit a text    
Technique  −  Error correction 

with expected answers :

went

intended

offered

go

planned

amusing

really

visit

was

looked

had
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Observations and Comments on Test 10 :
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Test 10 is based on Grammar.
Facility of parts in Test 10 in this        
question paper is as follows.

 Part (2) - 40%
 Part (3) - 36%
 Part (4) - 57%
 Part (5) - 15%
 Part (6) - 19%
 Part (7) - 23%
 Part (8) - 54%
 Part (9) - 52%
 Part (10) - 53%
 Part (11) - 45%

The facility of parts (4), (8), (9) and 
(10)  is above 50%. The facility of part 
(5), (6) and (7) is below 30%.

COMMENTS : 

This test assesses the candidates' ability to correct language errors in a text. What is noticeable 
in this test is that the facility is above 50% only in four parts out of ten, indicating the candidates 
low performance in grammar. The lowest facility is reported in part 5. This could be due to the 
spelling of the expected correct answer 'planned'. Similarly, in part 7, the facility is low (23%), 
since the required correct answer for the underlined word 'real' was 'really'. In both instances the 
candidates' inability to spell words correctly might have resulted in the low facility.

The candidates' failure in using the '-ing' form of the verb has resulted in decreasing the              
facility in part 6 to below 20%. The low performance in test 10 indicates that the grammar should 
be taught not in isolation but in context.

In addition, the given example that is in the past tense might have misguided the candidates 
who could not read the instructions properly.
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• Test 11  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the overall proficiency of the language     
Technique  −  Modified cloze

with expected answers :

on me

off to

looked and

in thanked

asked possibly

stop

for see

seated

Observations and Comments on Test 11 :

OBSERVATIONS :
G.C.E.(O.L.)Examination - 2011

English Language - Paper II

Facility Indices of Parts and Sub parts 

29

39

30

19

26

31 31

23

21

29

40

24

27

35

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14)

11

Parts and Sub parts

F
a

ci
li

ty

 

Facility of parts in Test 11

11
Part

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

29%

40%

24%

27%

35%

29%

39%

31%

26%

21%

30%
31%

19%

23%

 

Test 11 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts in Test 11 in this question 
paper is as follows.
 Part (1) - 29%
 Part (2) - 40%
 Part (3) - 24%
 Part (4) - 27%
 Part (5) - 35%
 Part (6) - 29%
 Part (7) - 39%
 Part (8) - 31%
 Part (9) - 26%
 Part (10) - 21%
 Part (11) - 23%
 Part (12) - 30%
 Part (13) - 31%
 Part (14) - 19%
The facility of part (2) is 40%. The facility 
of all the other parts is below 40%.
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COMMENTS : 

The test seems to be a difficult test for the candidates because only two parts (2 and 7) remain 
above 35% with regard to facility. The word 'me' in part 2 shows the highest facility as it is a        
familiar word and at the same time there are other clues like 'me' and 'I' also in the same sentence. 
This could have made it easy for the candidates to guess the word accurately. The objective of 
the test is to assess the overall language proficiency of the learner. There, the candidates had to 
identify the sentence patterns and relationships within sentences such as word order, use of word 
classes, subject-verb agreement, etc.

Although the passage is not very difficult, the candidates have not been able to find the correct 
answers. The reason might be lack of practice. The teachers need to pay more attention on teaching 
'reading' in the classroom. The reading passages are not meant only for comprehension. They must 
be dealt with in different ways so that the students get more insight into the language.

Teachers can encourage students to prepare general proficiency tests and practise them with 
peers in the classroom.

• Test 12  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and find specific information    
Technique  −  Question & answer 

with expected answers :
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Three

National Theatre - Wellawatte / National Theatre

Wembley Hall - Nugegoda / Wembley Hall

Sudu Saha Kalu / Black and White

'No wings to fly'

Observations and Comments on Test 12 :
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Test 12 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts in Test 12 in this question 
paper is as follows.

 Part (1) - 32%
 Part (2) - 52%
 Part (3) - 59%
 Part (4) - 50%
 Part (5) - 43%

The facility of parts (2) and (3)  is above 
50%. The facility of part (1) is below 40%.

COMMENTS : 

Test 12 assesses the ability of the candi-
dates to read for specific information. Even 
though the given text appears to be easy, the 
facility of test 12 is not satisfactory. This     
indicates the inability of the candidates to 
read and extract necessary information to 
answer the question.

The lowest facility recorded in part 1 shows
the need for vocabulary practice in language classrooms. The less familiarity with the word 'movie' 
might have been the reason for the lowest facility of part 1 in test 12. More activities should be           
carried out in the classroom to teach the students to read for specific information avoiding irrelevant                
information. The students should be exposed to a variety of text types in the classroom.
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• Test 13  −  Grammar

Objective  −  Assess the ability to complete a dialogue using passive verb forms    
Technique  −  Completion

with expected answers :

were given

is called

were written

were provided / were given

will be done

will be given / will be awarded



- 31 -

Observations and Comments on Test 13 :
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Test 13 is based on Grammar.
Facility of parts in Test 13 in this question 
paper is as follows.

 Part (2) - 15%
 Part (3) - 26%
 Part (4) - 25%
 Part (5) - 15%
 Part (6) - 14%

The facility of all the parts in this test is       
below 30%.

COMMENTS :  

The test based on passive voice had been 
difficult for the candidates revealing a major 
problem of the second language learners of 
English; grammatical competency. Though 
the facility of parts 3 and 4 is higher than 
the other parts, the facility level of the en-
tire test seems to be very low (below 30%).

 

Even though an example had been provided to guide the candidates, the facility remains low, 
indicating the difficulty of passive verb forms to the candidates. Teaching passive voice in isolation, 
might have created difficulties in understanding passive verb forms in contexts as given in test 13. 
Furthermore, to perform well in this test, candidates needs to have a sound knowledge on subject verb 
agreement, singular and plural forms, tense, etc. Therefore, the lack of knowledge in relation to the 
above might have resulted in the low facility of this test.
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• Test 14 −  Writing

Objectives  −  (a) Assess the ability to write a formal letter
  (b) Assess the ability to write a description interpreting a pie chart    
Technique  −  Guided writing
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Expected Answers :
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• Test 15 −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read, understand and interpret directly / indirectly stated information 
in a long descriptive text     

Technique  −  Answering questions and finding references  

with expected answers :

F
T
T

F

Because he was old / he was growing old

One year / A year

It did not grow

It was the most embarrassing moment of his life
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substituted

reap

Rahul

(The) Seeds

Observations and Comments on Test 15 :

OBSERVATIONS :
G.C.E.(O.L.)Examination - 2011

English Language - Paper II

Facility Indices of Parts and Sub parts 

22
23

11

39

17

13

25

54

61

50

40

28

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

(I) (ii) (iii) (iv) (a) (b) (a) (b)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)

15

Parts and Sub parts

F
a
ci

li
ty

 

Facility of parts and sub parts in Test 15

Part and Sub parts

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

40%

50%

61%

54%

25%

28%

22%

13%
11%

39%

17%

23%

 

Test 15 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts and sub parts in Test 15 in this   
question paper is as follows.

Part (1)   -
 Sub part (i) - 40%
 Sub part (ii) - 50%
 Sub part (iii) - 61%
 Sub part (iv) - 54%

Part (2)   -   25%

Part (3)   -   28%

Part (4)   -   22%

Part (5)   -   13%

Part (6)   - 
 Sub part (a) - 23%
 Sub part (b) - 11%

Part (7)   - 
 Sub part (a) - 39%
 Sub part (b) - 17%

The facility of sub parts (iii) and (iv) in part (1) is above 
50%. Facility of part (5) and sub parts (6) (b) and (7) (b)             
is below 20%.

COMMENTS :
 

According to the graph, the test has been difficult for the candidates. The binary choice item; 
part (1), has been easier than the rest. The candidates have displayed a remarkable weakness in the 
other parts where they had to produce answers. Even though the candidates had been expected to 
write only short answers for the 'Wh' questions, performance is very poor.

The test contains a variety of questions to check comprehension, reference skills and                         
vocabulary. The sub part (6) (b) shows the least facility. In this sub part the candidates couldn't 
guess the answer. The reason for the least facility of this sub part might be due to the fact that in 
the sub part (6) (a) one word has been given to find one similar word and in the sub part (6) (b) 
a phrase has been provided to find one similar word. The second least performed part is part (5) 
where candidates had to identify a particular sentence and copy it fully in the blank. The lower 
facility might have been due to their inability to identify the full sentence as the answer. Writing 
an incomplete sentence would have resulted in losing full marks for the answer.
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The candidates have displayed weakness in understanding longer passages. The length of the 
passage too has seemingly caused them problems. Therefore, the teachers should try to prepare 
new activities from the reading passages available in the pupils' text and allow students to practise 
them in the classroom.

• Test 16 −  Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to write an article/ a description / an essay / a dialogue on a given topic    
Technique  −  Guided / Free writing   

Expected Answer :



- 39 -





- 41 -

Part III

3.0 Factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions for improvement

3.1 Factors to be considered by the candidates when answering questions

 

 General Instructions for the candidates :

* The index number of the candidate should be written clearly and accurately in the spaces 
provided for it.

* Candidates should always use a blue or black pen to answer questions. They should never 
answer using a pencil.

* Handwriting should be legible and clear.

* Each question should be read carefully and the candidates should adhere to the instructions 
given in the question paper.

* The candidates have to answer all the tests in the question paper itself.

* The candidates are expected to utilize the full time allocated for the paper at the examination.

* The space allocated for the answers provide guidance to the candidates about the required 
length of the answer.

 Specific Instructions :

* The candidates must pay their attention to the examples given when answering questions.

* Attention should be paid to spelling when extracting information from a text and copying as 
the answer. Candidates will lose marks for spelling errors. 

* In reading tasks, the candidates must understand the main idea of the text before                         
answering questions.

* The candidates must apply the reading techniques like scanning, skimming and inferring when 
attempting to answer questions related to reading.

* The candidates must not copy chunks from the passages as answers when one specific answer 
(a sentence, a phrase or a word) is expected. 

* The candidates should be able to guess the meaning of a new word according to the context.

* In writing tasks the candidates must pay their attention to the grammatical accuracy, 
appropriateness (relevance), mechanics of writing and organization.

* When the options are available for the writing tests, the candidates are advised to follow the 
instructions thoroughly.
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3.2  Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process

* The teachers should be familiar with the syllabus, the textbooks and the Teachers' Instructional 
Manual (TIM).

* The teachers should plan their lessons well to make teaching more interesting                                                
and productive.

* The teachers should use resources available to them to facilitate the teaching                                              
learning process.

* The candidates should be given more opportunities to gain new experience in the classroom.

* The teachers should encourage maximum pupil interaction in English in the classroom through 
group work and pair work.

* The teacher's questioning techniques in classroom teaching help the candidate's performance 
in the examination.

* The teachers who prepare students for the G.C.E.(O/L) examination should read the 
'Examination and Assessment Guidelines' issued by the Department of Examinations and 
follow the instructions.

* If there are candidates with weaker performance, the teachers should help them to reach at 
least the basic level performance standard mentioned in the 'Examination and Assessment 
Guidelines'.

* In teaching vocabulary, the teachers should go beyond the level of memorizing the spelling 
and pronunciation making students aware of word classes and their use.

* The teachers should adopt new strategies to make learning more interesting.

* In teaching reading, the teachers should expose pupils to a variety of text types and to new 
techniques of reading.

* In answering reading tests, pupils should be informed that short and grammatically correct 
answers can earn full marks.

* In answering 'Wh' questions (especially in test 15), the students should be advised not to copy 
the full sentences unnecessarily from the reading passage.

* Teachers should encourage students to attempt all the writing activities of the question paper. 
Most of the students do not even attempt the basic writing tests in paper I.

* The teachers should adopt the same criteria used in the marking scheme, in their classroom 
tests and term tests too.

* The teachers should pay individual attention to the students, especially in teaching 
writing and they should make sure that all writing activities of every child are marked and                           
comments given.

* Grammar should be taught and tested not in isolation but in context.
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* The candidates should be made aware that marks are awarded for spelling, grammatical 
accuracy, mechanics of writing, format and organization, and that a simple mistake would 
result in losing marks.

* Every teacher who prepares the students for G.C.E.(O/L) examination should be thorough 
with the question paper and the marking criteria every year so that he/she would be able to 
improve the performance level of the students.

* The teachers must get their knowledge updated to be competent in teaching the subject using 
correct methodology to facilitate and motivate the learners.


