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Expected Answers 

d

a

b
c

a

OBSERVATIONS :

The test carried 05 marks and it was an examinee friendly question. 77% of the candidates had given the 
correct answer to blank (2). 83% of the candidates had successfully responded to blank (3).
Answers to blank (4) and (5) were given correctly by only 67% of the candidates.
6th answer seemed to be difficult for the candidates and only 55% had responded correctly which revealed 
that the candidates had difficulties in grasping the abstract concepts rather than concrete concepts.  

 
COMMENTS : 

The test contained 5 blanks with picture clues and words to select the correct answer. Picture clues 
made it easy for the candidates to select the correct words for the first four blanks. However, the abstract 
concept could not be grasped properly by the candidates. They had not been able to differentiate between 
the two answers 'early' and 'late'.   

• Test 2  −  Reading

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to extract specific information from a text.
Technique  −  Completion/ Answer questions.
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Expected Answers 
Female school leavers

17 yrs and above

International school 

Knowledge of English

Training will be provided 

OBSERVATIONS :

The highest scored question was the 5th one (66%) whereas the lowest scored question was the 3rd one 
(15%). The candidates had not been able to give the correct response to the first question. Their attempts 
to answer question (4) and (6) had not been very successful and candidates who provided the correct 
answer was 57% and 44% respectively.  

 
COMMENTS : 

The candidates had not been able to extract the necessary information from the text even though the text 
was simple and familiar to them. Further they had not been able to understand the questions properly. Most 
of the candidates had not written the complete sentence for question 6. The candidates were expected to 
write the 'age limit' as the answer for (3) but most of them had written the 'age' instead.

• Test 3  −  Writing

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to write a paragraph using given information.
Technique  −  Parallel writing.
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Expected Answers 

Ravi Raj is an Indian. He lives with his grandparents in the Northern part of 

India. He is an Undergraduate at the University of Delhi. His favourite subject is 

Mathematics. His hobby is travelling with friends.

OBSERVATIONS :

The test carried 5 marks. Only 31% of the candidates were able to respond to this test and the obtained 
mark was within the range of 1 - 5. This percentage reveals the poor writing skills of the candidates.  

 
COMMENTS : 

The candidates should be guided to write simple paragraphs using grammatically correct sentences 
related to different topics. They should also be made aware of different techniques of writing.

• Test 4  −  Reading

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to extract specific information from a text.
Technique  −  Fill in blanks/ completion. 
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Expected Answers

12.03.2011/ 12th March 2011
Main Hall/ Pubudu vidyalaya, Main Hall 

9.00 a.m.

Folk dance

Chief Guest

OBSERVATIONS :

74% of the candidates were able to extract the required information for blank 5. Answers for blanks 
3 and 4 were given correctly by only 38% of the candidates. 49% of the candidates had provided the 
correct answer to blank (2) whereas the correct response for (6) was given by 63% of the candidates.   

 
COMMENTS : 

The candidates had written "Pubudu Vidyalaya" in place of "main hall" for blank 3. This reveals the 
candidates' inability to extract the required specific information from the text. More practice should be 
given to improve the scanning skills of the candidates and to respond to questions appropriately.

• Test 5  −  Language functions and grammar

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to read a map and give correct directions. 

Technique  −  Fill in the blanks.
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Expected Answers

c
a

e
fd

OBSERVATIONS :

60% of the candidates had selected the correct phrase for blank (2) whereas only 31% had selected the 
correct one for blank (6). The correct phrases had been selected for blanks (3) and (5) by 55% and 52% of the 
candidates respectively. Only 42% of the candidates were able to select the correct phrase for blank (4).  

 
COMMENTS : 

Even though the text used for test 5 had a very simple day to day situation, the candidates had found 
it difficult to respond successfully. Hence, the teachers should pay their attention to teach language 
functions meaningfully and appropriately in the classroom.
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• Test 6  −  Writing

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to write a paragraph on a given topic. 

Technique  −  Free writing.

Expected Answers

OBSERVATIONS :

Only 17% of the candidates had responded to Test 6 and the scores ranged between 1 -5. 
 

COMMENTS : 

The percentage revealed that the basic writing skills of the candidates were very low.As a remedy, 
candidates should be guided to write simple grammatically correct sentences relevant to given topics. 
Continuous guidance by the teacher and the practice of the skill by the candidate is important to overcome 
this problem to some extent.
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• Test 7  −  Reading

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to read and understand directly stated information in a text. 

Technique  −  Answering questions.

Expected Answers

Birds of Sri Lanka/ Young Artists 

16/ 16 years/ 16 yrs 

To meet his old friends

(Accept only one answer) 
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OBSERVATIONS :

63% percent had got the answer correct for question 2 while 61% had provided the correct answer for 
question 1. The percentages of correct answers for questions 4 and 5 were almost equal (46% and 44%). 
Only 21% of the candidates were able to respond successfully to question 3 as they had to calculate and 
find the correct answer. It had been a rather difficult task for the candidate.   

 
COMMENTS : 

Although the text was not difficult for the candidates, they were unable to understand directly stated 
information in the text. This revealed how poor the reading skills of the candidates were. To remedy 
this weakness the candidates should be trained to use different skills of reading to understand unfamiliar 
texts and respond to them appropriately.

• Test 8  −  Writing

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to write a reply to a note giving information asked for  

Technique  −  Guided writing 



- 20 -

Expected Answers

   
OBSERVATIONS :

Only 15% of the candidates had been able to attempt the test and to score between 1 - 5 marks.  
 
COMMENTS : 

Where writing is concerned most of the candidates had not been able to perform well. This has to be 
taken into consideration very seriously by the language teachers in their classroom teaching. In fact 
the writing skills of the students should be developed right from the beginning by giving them a lot of 
practice in the skill. Practising simple writing activities continuously, will help them perform well at the 
examination.  
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2.2 Information regarding questions in paper II and answers

 2.2.1 The structure of the question paper

The total mark for paper II was 60. It included 8 tests and all tests were compulsory. Test 14 
had two choices whereas test 16 had four. The time allocated for the paper was two hours. 

Question No. Skill Marks Distribution Total

9 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

10 Grammar ½ × 10 05

11 Grammar 1 × 5 05

12 Reading 1 × 5 05

13 Reading ½ × 14 07

14 Writing C - 3,  L - 3,  O - 2,  M - 2 10

15 Reading

1  -  4 × 1
2  -  1 × 1
3  -  1 × 1
4  -  2 × 1
 

04
01
01
02
08

16 Writing C - 5,  L - 5,  O - 2,  M - 3 15
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2.2.2  Expected answers for paper II, marking scheme, observations and comments.

• Test 9  −  Vocabulary

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to use the correct from of the word to complete a text   
Technique  −  Multiple choice

Expected Answers

OBSERVATIONS :

• The test carried five (05) marks. The test technique was Multiple Choice. Three options were given 
for the candidate to select the correct one.

• 67% of the candidates had given the answer to the 4th blank correctly, While the answers to 5th and   
6th blanks showed an achievement level of 36% and 37% respectively. Blanks (2) and (3) were 
sucessfully answered by 46% and 57% of the candidates respectively.

• The highest facility level of the test was for answer to the blank (4) and the highest difficulty level of 
the test was for the answers to blanks (5) and (6).   



- 23 -

COMMENTS : 

Test 9 seemed to be a fairly easy test for the candidates as they had to identify the correct answer from 
the options given. However, the percentages reveal that some of the candidates were unable to grasp 
the correct form of the word that was required for blanks (5) and (6) of the test. Teachers should pay 
more attention to facilitate the students in learning word classes and provide the students with more 
opportunities to practise them.

• Test 10  −  Grammar

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to edit a text    
Technique  −  Error correction 

Expected Answers

Pointing

called

chased

had

held 

is

is

were

reported

is
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OBSERVATIONS :

Only 27% of the candidates had provided the correct answers. The difficulty level of the test item was 
very high. The focus of the test was on verb forms.

 
COMMENTS : 

This type of test items needs more practice and the attention of the candidates. Hence, the students 
should be given more practice in grasping the overall meaning while identifying the paragraph as a 
whole text. Make the students aware of the 'tense' of the text and get them to identify the different verb 
forms. This type of test items demands the knowledge of the referent and reference words, pronouns, 
singular - plural forms etc.

• Test 11  −  Grammar

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to transfer direct speech into reported speech    
Technique  −  Transformation  
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Expected Answers

She says that she can't sleep.

He says that he hurt his 
back.

She says that she has       
a headache all the time.

If 'that' is omitted in the answer accept the answer.

He says that a dog bit his 
leg.

He says that he fell down 
and hurt himself

OBSERVATIONS :

The percentages of the correct responses given by the candidates for the questions were as follows. 
 correct answer to 2 − 36%
 correct answer to 3 − 12% 
 correct answer to 4 − 17%
 correct answer to 5 − 16%
 correct answer to 6 − 13%
The percentages given above show that the performance of the candidates was at a very low level. They 
did not have the required knowledge of Reported Speech.

 
COMMENTS : 

Teachers' special attention should be paid to teaching grammar in context. Specially when teaching 
Reported Speech, practice activities should be done paying attention to the following changes.
 − tense
 − reported verbs
 − pronoun
 − adverbial
Patterns of Reported Speech statements, questions and commands should also be considered when 
teaching this grammar component.
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• Test 12  −  Reading

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to read and find specific information    
Technique  −  Question & answer 

Expected Answers

enchilada/ en.chil.ada

encounter/en.coun.ter

encl./ enc.

en. chant.ing/ en. chanting
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OBSERVATIONS :

23% of the candidates had responded correctly to question 1. Only 16% and 17% had responded correctly 
for questions 2 and 4. The highest percentage of the correct responses were for the question 3 which was 
38%. 21% had responded correctly to question 5.

 
COMMENTS : 

The low performance at this test has revealed the inability of the candidates to transfer required 
information correctly. The students should be made aware that when copying answers spellings should 
be correct specially in Reading activities. They should be encouraged to use English dictionaries to check 
the meanings of new words. It will help the students to enrich their vocabulary in the target language. 

• Test 13  −  Reading

Objectives  −  Assess overall proficiency of the language.    
Technique  −  Modified cloze 

Expected Answers

eagerly forgotten

wrong an
theyhappening

luckilyunfortunately 
slowly tried

sawport
realized soon
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OBSERVATIONS : 

The performance at test 13 was very poor and the percentage range varied from 11% to 31%. The best 
performance recorded for test 13 was for the last answer which was only 31%.
 

COMMENTS :  

Candidates need overall proficiency of the language to attempt a test item of this type successfully. 
However, the percentages revealed that the low performance of the candidates was due to the following 
reasons.
 − inability to grasp the overall idea of the text. 
 − poor knowledge of word order, subject verb agreement and the appropriate use of  
  word classes.
Therefore candidates should be trained to read the text several times to be familiar with the text. Further, 
they should be instructed to use their knowledge of the world and the language clues available to guess 
the correct answer.

• Test 14 −  writing

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to write an informal/formal letter    
Technique  −  Guided writing 
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Expected Answers
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OBSERVATIONS :

Only 14% of the candidates had scored at least a few marks at this test. (The range of marks varied from 
1 to 10 and the percentage did not reveal much about the students' performances.) 

 
COMMENTS : 

The writing skills of candidates are very poor. The low performance of the test item indicates that 
letter writing, formal or informal, needs more practice and guidance on the part of the teacher. The 
candidates should be guided to write answers in accordance with the given guidelines. When writing 
letters candidates should be made aware of using the proper format and the knowledge of mechanics of 
writing which will help them to produce a good piece of writing.

• Test 15 −  Reading

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to read, understand and interpret directly/ indirectly stated information 
in a long descriptive text     

Technique  −  Answering questions/ finding references  
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Expected Answers

T
T
F

Jump out of the train

destination
delay

OBSERVATIONS :

The following were the percentages of the correct responses given by the candidates for each question.  
 correct answer to 1 − (i) 70% 
    (ii) 53%
    (iii) 57%
    (iv) 48% 
 correct answer to 2 −  17%
 correct answer to 3 −  25%
 correct answer to 4 − a 04%
    b 13%
The range varied from 4% to 70% in this test. 
 

 

F



- 33 -

COMMENTS : 

The test item was rather difficult for the candidates of the average level and it was meant for the candidates 
of above average level. The candidates need to have advanced reading skills such as word attached 
skills, text attached skills, use of language clues, use of the knowledge of grammar, inferring skills to 
comprehend the text properly. However, the candidates should be trained or guided to comprehend this 
type of long descriptive texts.

Teachers should get the candidates to use their knowledge of the world to comprehend the text. The 
students should also be trained to guess the meaning of the new words from the contextual clues available 
and to avoid extra words and phrases that are in the text.

• Test 16 −  writing

Objectives  −  Assess the ability to write a composition/story/speech on a given topic     
Technique  −  Free writing   
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Expected Answers
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OBSERVATIONS :

From the 16 test items of the paper the lowest performance among all test items was shown in this test 
item. It was only 9% of the candidates who could score at least some marks ranging between 1 - 15.

 
COMMENTS : 

All the candidates should be encouraged to write simple grammatically correct sentences right from the 
beginning. Continuous practice in this regard is essential. Therefore the teachers must adopt suitable 
techniques to develop their writing skills. It is advisable to allocate some time for writing every week. 
Candidates must be made aware of the marking criteria of writing tasks in the question paper.

The following guideline would be helpful for the candidates to produce a good piece of writing.
 − an appropriate beginning and an end.
 − well organized ideas
 − well connected, grammatically correct sentences
 − connected meaningful paragraphs
 − a good range of vocabulary
 − correct punctuation
 − correct spelling
 − clear handwriting
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Part III

3.0 Factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions for improvement.

3.1 Factors to be considered when answering questions.

 General Instructions :

* The index number of the candidate should be written clearly and accurately in the spaces 
provided for it.

* Candidates should always use a blue or black pen to answer questions. They should never 
answer in pencil.

* Writing should be legible and clear.

* Each question should be read carefully and the candidate should try to understand the instruction 
given before answering each question.

* The candidates must attempt to answer all the questions without leaving the spaces for writing 
answers in the question paper blank.

* Maximum utilization of the time allocated is essential.

 Specific Instructions :

* The candidate must pay his/her attention to the examples given when answering questions.

* Attention should be paid to spellings when transferring information from a text. There should 
not be any spelling errors. 

* The candidate must read and understand the main idea of a text before answering questions 
based on it.

* The candidates must pay their attention to use correct grammar in their writing tasks.

* When the candidate comes across a new word he/she must be able to guess its meaning 
according the context in which it appears.

* The candidate must apply the reading skills like scanning, skimming and infering when 
attempting to answer questions related to reading.

* The candidates must not extract chunks from the texts and write as answers when they answer 
comprehension questions. They must form the answer in a sentence instead. 
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3.2  Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process.

* Teachers must be well prepared in the teaching process to facilitate learning.

* Teachers should plan their teaching to cater to the needs of the students.

* The teachers must be thorough with the text books, syllabus and the Teachers' Instructional 
Manual.

* Special attention of the teachers should be given to the instructions, activities and the assessment 
and evaluation process given in the Teachers Instructional Manual

* The students should be given more opportunities to gain new experiences through exploration.

* At the beginning of the lesson students should be made aware of what they are going to learn.

* Students should be given more opportunities to answer questions. The knowledge of forming 
and answering 'wh' questions is very important.

* Teachers should see that sufficient time is allocated for writing. They must train the students to 
write simple but meaningful paragraphs on a given topic.

* The students should also be given sufficient practice in writing guided compositions so that 
they will attempt to answer similar writing tasks in the question paper.

* The teachers must make use of the text types given in the 'Examination and Assesement 
Guideline' to train students for writing tasks. The students must be able to differentiate between 
different text types.

* Teachers should help their students to reach at least the basic level given in the 'Examination 
and Assesement Guideline'.

* Teachers' special attention should be paid to teach vocabulary and grammar. 

* Pair work and group work would facilitate learning.

* Teachers must get their knowledge updated to be competent in teaching the subject using 
correct methodology to facilitate and motivate the learners.


