Expected Answers

—

1

Ruchira: Where’s Sunil? a.| sitting
Senaka: He’s in the (1) ..... b ..... g b.| garden
Ruchira: What's he doing? c.| kitchen

, a d.| standing
Senaka: He’s (2) .....<%.... under the tree.
Sugee: How do you come to school? a.| bicycle
Chamila: 1 usually come by (3} ...... d . b.| sometimes
Sugee: 1 see. Do you ever get late? C.[never
Chamila: Yes. (4) .....D.... daibus
Ruvini: Today I have to (5) C ..... the classroom.
Kumari: Well, I came (06) @ and 1 swept the classrcom.
Ruvini:  How nice of you! Thank you.

OBSERVATIONS :

The test carried 05 marks and it was an examinee friendly question. 77% of the candidates had given the
correct answer to blank (2). 83% of the candidates had successfully responded to blank (3).
Answers to blank (4) and (5) were given correctly by only 67% of the candidates.

6" answer seemed to be difficult for the candidates and only 55% had responded correctly which revealed
that the candidates had difficulties in grasping the abstract concepts rather than concrete concepts.

COMMENTS :

The test contained 5 blanks with picture clues and words to select the correct answer. Picture clues
made it easy for the candidates to select the correct words for the first four blanks. However, the abstract
concept could not be grasped properly by the candidates. They had not been able to differentiate between

the two answers 'early' and 'late’.

e Test2 - Reading

Objectives — Assess the ability to extract specific information from a text.
Technique — Completion/ Answer questions.
O Test 2

Find the required information from the advertisement and write them in the blanks.

is d .
Ong &5 deng Jor ou (1) WHO CBIN 8PDLY? «.veveveeeeeeeeeeeeeereerenseeeeseseneens

i IMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITY | (@ When 1o il DEE¥EED 200 2meand 3.00 pim,
FOR SCHOOL LEAVERS
Wanted female school leavers (3) AZE THILE oo e eee s e e e e e e e neeeeeeens
17yrs. and above, who lke
working with young children at (4) Placeof work cscussssassassr s vone e v
gcﬁﬁgl.l?s;ﬁeg; teen;;uﬁ(‘,):;l}ish (5) Special qualifications asked for .....................
is essential. Training will be — F e
provided. . (6) Write the sentence that tells you experience is not
Call on 0713481296 or 0718482946 needbd.
L between 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. y .

...............................................................



Expected Answers

-
IMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITY ) (5, w1y coy bEWeEn 900 m and 500 pan
FOR SCHOOL LEAVERS
Wanted female school leavers | (3) Age limit . 17.yrs,and above . . . ..
17yrs. and above, who lke .
working with young children at | (4) Place of work .International school . ... .. .
a well reputed International . ——_ _
; ked for ...l
School. Knowledge of English (5) Special qualifications asked for
is essential. Training will be | Knowledge of English. ..........................
provided. _ (6) Write the sentence that tells you experience is not
Call on 0713481296 or (718482046 needed
between 9.00 am. - 5.00 p.m. o
\ - .....Xraining will be provided.....................
OBSERVATIONS :

The highest scored question was the 5" one (66%) whereas the lowest scored question was the 3™ one
(15%). The candidates had not been able to give the correct response to the first question. Their attempts
to answer question (4) and (6) had not been very successful and candidates who provided the correct
answer was 57% and 44% respectively.

COMMENTS :

The candidates had not been able to extract the necessary information from the text even though the text
was simple and familiar to them. Further they had not been able to understand the questions properly. Most
of the candidates had not written the complete sentence for question 6. The candidates were expected to
write the 'age limit' as the answer for (3) but most of them had written the 'age' instead.

e Test3 — Writing

Objectives — Assess the ability to write a paragraph using given information.
Technique — Parallel writing.
O Test 3

Write a paragraph of 5§ sentences about Ravi Raj. Follow the example.

Sujatha Perera is a Sri Lankan. She lives with her family in the southern part of Sri
Lanka. She is an undergraduate at the University of Ruhuna. Her favourite subject is
History. Her hobby is visiting ancient ruins.

Name Country Lives with Studies at Eﬁ'avonrite Subject Hobbies
Sujatha Perera | Sri Lanka, South Family University of Ruhuna | History Visiting ancient ruins
Ravi Raj India, North Grandparents |University of Delhi Mathematics Travelling with friends

.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................



Expected Answers

Name Country Lives with Studies at Eﬁ'avonrite Subject Hobbies
Sujatha Perera | Sri Lanka, South Family University of Ruhuna | History Visiting ancient ruins
Ravi Raj India, North Grandparents |University of Delhi Mathematics Travelling with friends

...................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

OBSERVATIONS :

The test carried 5 marks. Only 31% of the candidates were able to respond to this test and the obtained
mark was within the range of 1 - 5. This percentage reveals the poor writing skills of the candidates.

COMMENTS :

The candidates should be guided to write simple paragraphs using grammatically correct sentences
related to different topics. They should also be made aware of different techniques of writing.

e Test4 — Reading

Objectives — Assess the ability to extract specific information from a text.
Technique — Fill in blanks/ completion.
D Test 4

Read the following programme and complete the note. The first one is done for you.

Variety Entertainment
Pubudu Vidyalaya ~ 12.03.2011 - Main Hall
09.00 a.m. - Welcome Speech
09.10 a.m. - Saraswathi Pooja Our (1)
{Dance by Grade 10 pupils)
09.20 am. - Violin Solo
00.25 am. - Duet (B) v . It will begin at
09.35 am. - Arabic Dance

Dear Chamila,

variety entertainment

be held on (2) cv v anmamme at the

() oo snspemenmaresi . I am taking part in
09.45 a.m. - Speech
09.55 am. - Playlet the (5) vvvvvvniiiieennen, which is at 10,50 a.m.
10.25 am. ~ Bharatha Dance The Director of Education is the
10.30 aim. - Group Song
10.35 am. - Slide show (B) et . Please come.
10.45 am. - Mime

Love,

10.50 am. - Folk Dance
11.00 a.m, - 11.15 am. - Speech Sumudu

by the Chief Guest
{Director of Education)
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Expected Answers

Variety Entertainment
Pubudu Vidyalaya - 12.03.2011 - Main Hall
09.00 a.m. - Welcome Speech
09.10 a.m. - Saraswathi Pooja
{Dance by Grade 10 pupils)
(9.20 am, - Violin Solo
09.25 am. -~ Duet
09.35 a.m. - Arabic Dance
09.45 a.m. - Speech
09.55 am. - Playlet
10.25 am. - Bharatha Dance
10.30 a.m. - Group Song
10.35 a.m. - Slide show
10,45 am. - Mime
10.50 am. - Folk Dance
11.00 am. - 11.15 am. - Speech
by the Chief Guest
{Director of Education)
OBSERVATIONS :

Dear Chamila,
variety entertainment

Our (1}
th
be held on (2] 2-02-2011/12% March 2011,

Main Hall/ Pubudu vidyalaya, Main Hall
3) . It will begin at

..............................

4) 9003“‘ ........ . I am taking part in
the (5) ..Folk dance  which is at 10.50 a.m.
The Director of Education is the
(6) ...Chief Guest . Please come.
Love,
Sumudu

74% of the candidates were able to extract the required information for blank 5. Answers for blanks
3 and 4 were given correctly by only 38% of the candidates. 49% of the candidates had provided the
correct answer to blank (2) whereas the correct response for (6) was given by 63% of the candidates.

COMMENTS :

The candidates had written "Pubudu Vidyalaya" in place of "main hall" for blank 3. This reveals the
candidates' inability to extract the required specific information from the text. More practice should be

given to improve the scanning skills of the candidates and to respond to questions appropriately.

e Test5

Objectives —

Technique -

Language functions and grammar

Assess the ability to read a map and give correct directions.

Fill in the blanks.

-~ 15 -



3> Test 5 :
Study the map and complete the dialogue using the words given in the box. Write the correct
letter in the blank. The first one is done for you.

(a) walk up to the School Lane (b) on the-First-Fame (c) take the right turn
(d) near a paddy field (e) is that his house (f) walk past the school

- N

17 .

- —J( First Lane Sk iouse
Post A
office D \l{ Market place Paddy field Q

Tailor’s
shop 1] Grocery _ /

School Lane l% School Lane

First Lane

House Houses

L i School J

Saman: Today we are going to Raju’s house. He gave me this map and told me to follow it.
Ravi:  That’s great! Let’s follow the map.

Saman: Now we are (1) b . We have to (2) ...... and move on to the market place.
Ravi:  O.K. Now what do we do? Let’'s (3) ...... .
Saman: There are some houses on the School Lane. (4) ...... ?
Ravi: No it's (5) ...... . I think we have to (6) ...... ;
Saman: Now we are in front of the school. We are almost there.
Expected Answers

Saman: Today we are going to Raju’s house. He gave me this map and told me to follow it.
Ravi:  That’s great! Let’s follow the map.

Saman: Now we are (1) b . We have to (2) ..C.. and move on to the market place.
Ravi:  O.K. Now what do we do? Let’s (3) La

Saman: There are some houses on the School Lane. (4) €9

Ravic  No it's (5) ..d.. . I think we have to (6) .f... .

Saman: Now we are in front of the school. We are almost there.

OBSERVATIONS :

60% of the candidates had selected the correct phrase for blank (2) whereas only 31% had selected the
correct one for blank (6). The correct phrases had been selected for blanks (3) and (5) by 55% and 52% of the
candidates respectively. Only 42% of the candidates were able to select the correct phrase for blank (4).

COMMENTS :

Even though the text used for test 5 had a very simple day to day situation, the candidates had found
it difficult to respond successfully. Hence, the teachers should pay their attention to teach language
functions meaningfully and appropriately in the classroom.

- 16 -



e Test6 — Writing

Objectives — Assess the ability to write a paragraph on a given topic.
Technique — Free writing.
O Test 6
Write a paragraph on one of the following. Use about 50 words.
(a) How I help my parents (b) A visit to an exhibition
Expected Answers

Write a paragraph on one of the following. Use about 50 words.

(a) How I help my parents (b) A visit to an exhibition
...................................... Howi\nc-:lpmym‘tﬁ
When...I....Qm.?v.e.eﬁ...o:nd..cd: ..... (o} ome.,.I;...l.&s.\.ch\\. ...\o.e,\p...my.

Pme,m‘\;s ..... . Their wer k. T hedp..my...mct ex.to.out.
Thae...a ?;tm\o\cs....cmd..w.o.sh.:%he,...dxsbcs...ldem...my..

\'Qom...o,nd...&u.ce. ...ﬂu&...house...m.d... mdem...I.....on.o....
wajk.c ..... He.. . Llower.... .\o.n’\.s...§o.me.tlm.es....1....‘n.el\;s....r.\ny..

OBSERVATIONS :

Only 17% of the candidates had responded to Test 6 and the scores ranged between 1 -5.

COMMENTS :

The percentage revealed that the basic writing skills of the candidates were very low.As a remedy,
candidates should be guided to write simple grammatically correct sentences relevant to given topics.

Continuous guidance by the teacher and the practice of the skill by the candidate is important to overcome
this problem to some extent.
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e Test7 — Reading

Objectives — Assess the ability to read and understand directly stated information in a text.
Technique — Answering questions.
(> Test 7

Read the following text and answer the questions given below.

Kasun jumped from the bed as soon as the first rays of the sun peeped through his window.
He took his travel bag from his cupboard and started putting things into it. He put in his favourite
‘T-shirts and trousers, the two books ‘Birds of Sri Lanka’ and “Young Artists’, After a quick shower
he was ready to go with his grandfather.

Going to visit his grandparents for a week has always been the best part of his school holidays.
Grandfather would always take him round his village to meet his old friends there. He would also
take him to bathe in the river.

Last year when Kasun was 15 years old he climbed the hill behind the house. Of course
grandfather was the leader of their group of ‘hill climbers’. He also learnt to fix a broken tap in
the garden in addition to many other things around the house.

Grandfather was always patient and did not mind taking many hours to teach Kasun various
litle things like mending the fence and making vegetable beds.

Kasun’s mother called from the sitting room. “Grandfather’s here.”

e Underline the correct answer.

1. Kasun went with grandfather
(a) in the morning. (b) in the evening. (c) at night.

2. Write the title of a book Kasun took with him. ......c.ocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeene,

3 How old i8 KasunP ..o susinims s e vt £k annmomasenn .

4. Underline the meaning of the word ‘patient’, according to the text.
{a) a person who is not well (b) a person who doesn’t mind waiting
(c) a person who is always angry

5. Why would grandfather take Kasun round his village?

Expected Answers

e Underline the correct answer.

L.

Kasun went with grandfather
(a) in the morning. (b) in the evening. (¢) at night.

Write the title of a book Kasun took with him. .Birds of Sri Lanka/Young Artists

P ebon ol ok et
How old is Kasun? ...16/16 years/ 16 yrs

.............................................................. 4

Underline the meaning of the word ‘patient’, according to the text.

{a) a person who is not well (b) a person who doesn’t mind waiting
{c) a person who is always angry

Why would grandfather take Kasun round his village?

To meet his old friends

..................................................................................................................
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OBSERVATIONS :

63% percent had got the answer correct for question 2 while 61% had provided the correct answer for
question 1. The percentages of correct answers for questions 4 and 5 were almost equal (46% and 44%).
Only 21% of the candidates were able to respond successfully to question 3 as they had to calculate and
find the correct answer. It had been a rather difficult task for the candidate.

COMMENTS :

Although the text was not difficult for the candidates, they were unable to understand directly stated
information in the text. This revealed how poor the reading skills of the candidates were. To remedy
this weakness the candidates should be trained to use different skills of reading to understand unfamiliar
texts and respond to them appropriately.

e Test8 — Writing
Objectives — Assess the ability to write a reply to a note giving information asked for

Technique — Guided writing

O Test 8
You received the following note from a friend. Write a reply giving all the information asked
for. Use about 50 words.

Dear Naveen,
I got to know that you are leaving the country. If so, when and where are you going?
Can we meet before you leave? Please tell me when and where we can meet
Best Regards,
Amal

........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................

B R R R L R L T
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Expected Answers

....................................................................................... 1202, 2Q10.............
:De,qx...}?\mo.\, ...............................................................................................
R T..resened. dhe note thot. you. sedt. me. Jast ...

l‘.’lpndq\y.,. T Socoy. hak T did ndl e j;?o.\'-m BN alesul..
ﬁls...eo,,c\s.en...l...ch,...oLecii-..d.c—:.q\..Te..ﬁ?..’ra ..... Conadea.ta.see.
mj...Qun)Kﬂ..wko...js....WO\-"\r(iha There.... ... '

O VeI on‘r\ae.éﬂqgjwu ....... zoi...hels. meel

ot Dhouvra's.. B .v,s.e,.p.m..ﬂa.eﬁ..Erfﬁp.@.ﬂﬁnw%vﬂ..Qu.t....éao.q RN
ettt e aea et ra e et ra e e e e r e e e et e e re e LOUQ— ...... S GO

OBSERVATIONS :

Only 15% of the candidates had been able to attempt the test and to score between 1 - 5 marks.

COMMENTS :

Where writing is concerned most of the candidates had not been able to perform well. This has to be
taken into consideration very seriously by the language teachers in their classroom teaching. In fact
the writing skills of the students should be developed right from the beginning by giving them a lot of

practice in the skill. Practising simple writing activities continuously, will help them perform well at the
examination.
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2.2 Information regarding questions in paper II and answers

2.2.1 The structure of the question paper

The total mark for paper II was 60. It included 8 tests and all tests were compulsory. Test 14
had two choices whereas test 16 had four. The time allocated for the paper was two hours.

Question No. Skill Marks Distribution Total
9 Vocabulary 1x5 05
10 Grammar 15 % 10 05
11 Grammar 1x5 05
12 Reading 1x5 05
13 Reading Y2 x 14 07
14 Writing C-3,L-3,0-2, M-2 10

1 -4x1 04

2 -1x1 01

15 Reading 3-1x1 01
4 -2x1 02

08

16 Writing C-5,L-5,0-2, M-3 15
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2.2.2 Expected answers for paper II, marking scheme, observations and comments.

e Test9 — Vocabulary

Objectives — Assess the ability to use the correct from of the word to complete a text
Technique — Multiple choice

O Test 9

Underline the most suitable word in the brackets. The first one is done for you.

While I was abroad 1 picked up a mystery
[0 ) IO (infect/infection/infectious). My doctor sent me to see
A A2V o i S R SYE SR R (special/specially/specialist)
because he didn’t recognize my symptoms. After a thorough
(1) U o 8 (examine /examination/examiner)
he asked a nurse to give me an (4) ..oooceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinien,

(inject/injector/injection).  Although the arm was quite

(5)eorsmmsamasnmsmupsvsssmvavsss (pain/painful /painfully) for several days,
My {(6) covirniiiie (recover/recoverable/recovery)
was quick.

Expected Answers

While I was abroad 1 picked up a mystery
[0 ) IO (infect/infection/infectious). My doctor sent me to see
A A2V o i S R SYE SR R (special/specially/specialist)
because he didn’t recognize my symptoms. After a thorough
(1) U o 8 (examine /examination/examiner)
he asked a nurse to give me an (4) ..oooceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinien,

(inject/injector/injection).  Although the arm was quite

(5)eorsmmsamasnmsmupsvsssmvavsss (pain/painful /painfully) for several days,
My {(6) covirniiiie (recover/recoverable/recovery)
was quick.
OBSERVATIONS :
. The test carried five (05) marks. The test technique was Multiple Choice. Three options were given
for the candidate to select the correct one.
. 67% of the candidates had given the answer to the 4" blank correctly, While the answers to 5" and

6™ blanks showed an achievement level of 36% and 37% respectively. Blanks (2) and (3) were
sucessfully answered by 46% and 57% of the candidates respectively.
. The highest facility level of the test was for answer to the blank (4) and the highest difficulty level of
the test was for the answers to blanks (5) and (6).
-22 -



COMMENTS :

Test 10 — Grammar

Objectives — Assess the ability to edit a text
Technique — Error correction
> Test 10

“The beach was crowd with people. Suddenly someone shouted “mad
dog!” point to a mangy-looking dog. It was running along the shore,
foaming at the mouth. Parents call the children who were playing in the
sand and hurried to their cars. Several people chase the dog with sticks
and stones. As they closed in on the animal, a little boy who has not
run away picked up the dog. It was his pet. He hold it protectively
in his arms. “Skippy was my pet,” he said tearfully. “He just chewed
up my cake of soap. That is why he was frothing at the mouth.” People
are very much embarrassed and they patted the dog. Next day a
newspaper reports this incident, It suggested that the soap company

might like to hear that their soap was good enough to eat.

Expected Answers

“The beach was crowd with people. Suddenly someone shouted “mad

dog!” point to a mangy-looking dog. It was running along the shore,
foaming at the mouth. Parents call the children who were playing in the

sand and hurried to their cars. Several people chase the dog with sticks

and stones. As they closed in on the animal, a little boy who has not
run away picked up the dog. It was his pet. He hold it protectively
in his arms. “Skippy was my pet,” he said tearfully. “He just chewed
up my cake of soap. That is why he was frothing at the mouth.” People
are very much embarrassed and they patted the dog. Next day a
newspaper reports this incident, It suggested that the soap company

might like to hear that their soap was good enough to eat.

- 23 -

Test 9 seemed to be a fairly easy test for the candidates as they had to identify the correct answer from
the options given. However, the percentages reveal that some of the candidates were unable to grasp
the correct form of the word that was required for blanks (5) and (6) of the test. Teachers should pay
more attention to facilitate the students in learning word classes and provide the students with more
opportunities to practise them.

Read the following passage. In each line one word is incorrect and it is underlined. Write
the correct word in the space provided. The first one is done for you.

crowded



OBSERVATIONS :

Only 27% of the candidates had provided the correct answers. The difficulty level of the test item was
very high. The focus of the test was on verb forms.

COMMENTS :

This type of test items needs more practice and the attention of the candidates. Hence, the students
should be given more practice in grasping the overall meaning while identifying the paragraph as a
whole text. Make the students aware of the 'tense' of the text and get them to identify the different verb
forms. This type of test items demands the knowledge of the referent and reference words, pronouns,
singular - plural forms etc.

e Test1ll — Grammar

Objectives — Assess the ability to transfer direct speech into reported speech
Technique — Transformation

IO Test 11

These people have gone to the doctor. Write what they are saying in reported speech.
The first one is done for you.

[Igetpains inmyleg| A ael [ I can’t sleep. L

Uppe

Y



Expected Answers

[ I get pains in my leg.

[ I can’t sleep. '@

........................................................

...........................................

........................................................

..........................................................

If 'that' is omitted in the answer accept the answer.

OBSERVATIONS :
The percentages of the correct responses given by the candidates for the questions were as follows.
correct answerto 2 - 36%
correctanswerto 3 - 12%
correctanswerto 4 - 17%
correct answerto S5 - 16%
correct answerto 6 — 13%

The percentages given above show that the performance of the candidates was at a very low level. They
did not have the required knowledge of Reported Speech.

COMMENTS :

Teachers' special attention should be paid to teaching grammar in context. Specially when teaching
Reported Speech, practice activities should be done paying attention to the following changes.

- tense

- reported verbs

- pronoun

- adverbial
Patterns of Reported Speech statements, questions and commands should also be considered when
teaching this grammar component.
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e Test12 — Reading

Objectives —  Assess the ability to read and find specific information
Technique — Question & answer

O Test 12

Study the following extract from a dictionary page and answer the questions.

en-chant-er /in'tjamta(r); AmE -'tJen-/ noun (in stories})
a mar who has magic powers that he uses to control
people

en-chant-ing /in'tfamtin; AmE ‘tJ@ntiy/ adj. attractive
and pleasing: an enchanting view » en:chant-ing-ly advy.

en-chant-ment /m'tfaniment; AmE -tf®nt/ noun
4 [U} {(formal) a feeling of great pleasure 2 [U] the state of
being under a magic spELL: If was a place of deep mystery
and enchantment. 3 [C) (literary) = sPELL: They had been
turned o stone by an enchantment,

en-chantress /m'tfantres; AmE -'tf@n-/ noun 1(in
stories) a wormnan who has magic powers that she uses to
control people

en-chil-ada /ent[rla:ds/ nour (from Spanish) a Mex-
ican dish consisting of a TorTILLA filled with meat and
covered with a spicy sauce [EI see BIG adj.

en-clr-cle /mn'sakl; AmE m'sa:ckl/ verd [VN] (written) to
swrround sb/sth completely in a circular shape or move-
ment: ¢ The island is encircled by a coral reef.

» en-circle:ment noun [U]

enclh. (also enc.) abbr. (business) enclosed (used on busi-
ness letters to show that another document is being sent
in the same envelope)

en-com-pass /in'kampas/ verb [VN] (formal) 1to
include a large number or range of things: The job encom-
passes a wide range of responsibilities. o The group ehcom-
passes all ages. 2to surround or cover sth completely:
The fog soon encompassed the whole valley.

en-core /S'onko(r); AmE 'a:n-/ noun, exclamation

® noun an extra short performance given at the end of a
concert; a reguest for this made by an audience calling
out: She played a Chopin waltz as an ehcore. ¢ The group
got three encores.

® exclamation an audience calls out encore! at the end of a
concert to ask the performer to play or sing another picce
of music

en-coun-ter /in'kavnta(r)/ verb, noun

® verb [VN] % to experience sth, especially sth unpleasant or
difficult, while you are trying to do sth else: We encoun-
tered a number of difficulties in the first week. o I had
never encountered such resistance before. 2(formal} to
meet sb, or discover or experience sth, especially sb/sth
new, unusual or unexpected COME ACROSS: She was
the most remarkable woman he had ever encountered.

w noun 1~ {with sb/sth)| ~ {between A and B} a meeting,
especially one that is sudden, unexpected or violent
Three of them were killed in the subsequent encounter with
the police,

(1) Write the name of a Mexican food item. ......cccoovviviiiimvienrineennens T

(2) Find a similar word (synonym) for “come across”. ........c.cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinn,

(3) Underline the correct word to complete the sentence.

The performance was so good that the audience called out ...... {encore, enclose, encompass,

encircle)

(4) Write a shortened form (abbreviation) for ‘enclosed’. ....

(5) Replace the underlined phrase with a single word which has a similar meaning.

The range of mountains covered with mist looked pleasing and attractive.

Expected Answers

(1) Write the name of a Mexican food item.

(2) Find a similar word (synonym) for “come across”.

(3) Underline the correct word to complete the sentence.

The performance was so good that the audience called out ...... {encore, enclose, encompass,

encircle)

(4) Write a shortened form (abbreviation) for ‘enclosed’. ..encl./ enc.

(5) Replace the underlined phrase with a single word which has a similar meaning.

The range of mountains covered with mist looked pleasing and attractive.

- 26 -




OBSERVATIONS :
23% of the candidates had responded correctly to question 1. Only 16% and 17% had responded correctly

for questions 2 and 4. The highest percentage of the correct responses were for the question 3 which was
38%. 21% had responded correctly to question 5.
COMMENTS :

The low performance at this test has revealed the inability of the candidates to transfer required
information correctly. The students should be made aware that when copying answers spellings should
be correct specially in Reading activities. They should be encouraged to use English dictionaries to check
the meanings of new words. It will help the students to enrich their vocabulary in the target language.

e Test13 — Reading

Objectives — Assess overall proficiency of the language.
Technique — Modified cloze

O Test 13

Fill in the blanks using the words given.

forgotten, soon, tried, wrong, eagerly, realized, saw,
slowly, unfortunately,  an, port, happening, they, luckily

A tourist was once on a holiday cruise to India. He was looking at all the sights and

Gl sommmemmramns s taking photos. He had completely (2) .......coovaiens about the time.
When he (3) coviviiimmerivmommsaii that his ship was leaving (4) .......coooviinnnnee he rushed
armxiously to the (5} ...oovviiiiiiiiiininnns . When he got there he (6) ......coovvevveeiean.. that
the ship was moving (7) .....covvieiienne.. away from the port. He (8) ....oooiiiiiiiiinan, to
jump onto the ship. (9) ....ooivvivniiiiiinnin, he fell into the water. (10) ..................o..o. some
sailors saw what was (11} .........cvivevnnnns and fished him out. Then (12) ........cocoiiiiinin.
told him that it was the (13) .......cooievvvenens ship. The right one sailed (14) .........ccoceeinn.

hour later. Well, everyone makes mistakes sometimes.

Expected Answers

A tourist was once on a holiday cruise to India. He was looking at all the sights and

(1) ..eagerly taking photos. He had completely (2) ..forgotten anout the time.
When he (3) ..realized that his ship was leaving (4) ..S00m .. he rushed
amxiously to the (5) ...POrt ... . When he got there he (6) ....5aW. ... that
the ship was moving (7) L Slowly away from the port. He (8) ...tried . . to
jump onto the ship. (9) .unfortunately e fell into the water. (10) ... Juckily some
sailors saw what was (11) ..happening . and fished him out. Then (12) ...they. ... ..
told him that it was the (13) .wrong . ... ... ship. The right one sailed (14) ... aL.............

hour later. Well, everyone makes mistakes sometimes.

-7 -



OBSERVATIONS :

The performance at test 13 was very poor and the percentage range varied from 11% to 31%. The best
performance recorded for test 13 was for the last answer which was only 31%.

COMMENTS :

Candidates need overall proficiency of the language to attempt a test item of this type successfully.
However, the percentages revealed that the low performance of the candidates was due to the following
reasons.

- inability to grasp the overall idea of the text.

- poor knowledge of word order, subject verb agreement and the appropriate use of

word classes.

Therefore candidates should be trained to read the text several times to be familiar with the text. Further,
they should be instructed to use their knowledge of the world and the language clues available to guess
the correct answer.

o Test 14 — writing

Objectives — Assess the ability to write an informal/formal letter
Technique — Guided writing

O Test 14

Last week you and your classmates visited the house of a retired teacher of your school. Write
a letter to a friend who has joined another school about your visit. Use about 100 words.

Include the following:

how you went

things you saw and did

- one or two topics that you talked about

- any other points that you want to write about

1]

Or
You are the secretary of the school Social Services Club. Write a letter to the Medical Health
Officer in your area requesting him to help conduct a Health Camp for the students. Use about
100 words.
Include the following:

- the programme you plan to have (give date, time, events)

- the need to have a team of doctors

- request help politely
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Expected Answers
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OBSERVATIONS :

Only 14% of the candidates had scored at least a few marks at this test. (The range of marks varied from
1 to 10 and the percentage did not reveal much about the students' performances.)

COMMENTS :

The writing skills of candidates are very poor. The low performance of the test item indicates that
letter writing, formal or informal, needs more practice and guidance on the part of the teacher. The
candidates should be guided to write answers in accordance with the given guidelines. When writing
letters candidates should be made aware of using the proper format and the knowledge of mechanics of
writing which will help them to produce a good piece of writing.

Test 15 — Reading

Objectives — Assess the ability to read, understand and interpret directly/ indirectly stated information
in a long descriptive text
Technique — Answering questions/ finding references
O Test 15

Read the following text and answer the questions given below it.

“If a train is large and comfortable you don’t even need a destination; a corner seat is enough,
and you can be one of those travellers who stay in motion” writes Paul Tharoux in his interesting
book, “The Great Train Bazaar.”

You can meet all sorts of people on a train journey. There is the silent serious type who, after
finding a comfortable seat or berth would prefer to be left alone to read through a book or
peep out to watch the changing scenery or simply meditate. Then there is the talkative type
whose pastime is poking into other’s affairs and whom you cannot avoid unless you jump out
of the train.

Then there is the quarrelsome type or the disapproving critic of the railways, who is not satisfied
with any amount of comfort or convenience provided by the organization-he is ready to complain
about almost everything.

Everyday life on the railway is fun, thanks to the excitement caused by passengers — some fast
asleep and snoring, some trying to get a seat, some fighting and hitting against the roof, many
more understanding and accommodating.

Right from the beginning of railway travelling, both raitway men and railway users worldwide
have been creators of laughter. Here is one such humorous story.

One morning commuters were gathered at the railway station when the station master’s voice
came over the loudspeaker. The commuters became attentive. Would this be the usual
announcement about a delay? “Because of circumstances beyond our control,” the station master
informed “the seven o’clock train is running on time.”

(1) Say whether the following statements are true or false by writing T or F against each

of them.
(i) Passengers on a train make the train journey enjoyable. Communeams )
(ii) There are passengers who prefer to read and be quiet on a train. (......... )
(iii) Criticism is levelled at the railways by satisfied critics. Covmannns )
(iv) The station master announced that a train is running late. Covenrenn )

(2) Which is the only way to escape the passengers who meddle with other people’s affairs?

............................................................................................................



(3) Select the best title for this text and underline it.
(a) Exciting train rides
(b) Father of railways
(¢) My train journey
(4) Find words from the passage which have the same meaning as the following:
(a) end of a journey = = e

(b) get Tate 0000 cismesssesedevvesvesesiseeves s

Expected Answers

(1) Say whether the following statements are true or false by writing T or F against each

of them.
(i) Passengers on a train make the train journey enjoyable. (..I ..... )
(ii) There are passengers who prefer to read and be quiet on a train. (T ..... )
(iii) Criticism is levelled at the railways by satisfied critics. (F ..... )
(iv) The station master announced that a train is running late. (F ..... )]

(2) Which is the only way to escape the passengers who meddle with other people’s affairs?

...........................................................................................................

(3) Select the best title for this text and underline it.

(a) Exciting train rides

(b) Father of railways
(c) My train journey

(4) Find words from the passage which have the same meaning as the following:

(a) end of a journey ... destination . ... ..
®) get late e delay @ o,
OBSERVATIONS :
The following were the percentages of the correct responses given by the candidates for each question.

correctanswerto 1 — (1) 70%
(i) 53%
(i) 57%
@iv) 48%
correct answerto 2 - 17%
correct answerto 3 - 25%
correctanswerto 4 - a 04%
b 13%

The range varied from 4% to 70% in this test.
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COMMENTS :

The test item was rather difficult for the candidates of the average level and it was meant for the candidates
of above average level. The candidates need to have advanced reading skills such as word attached
skills, text attached skills, use of language clues, use of the knowledge of grammar, inferring skills to
comprehend the text properly. However, the candidates should be trained or guided to comprehend this
type of long descriptive texts.

Teachers should get the candidates to use their knowledge of the world to comprehend the text. The

students should also be trained to guess the meaning of the new words from the contextual clues available
and to avoid extra words and phrases that are in the text.

Test 16 —  writing

Objectives — Assess the ability to write a composition/story/speech on a given topic
Technique — Free writing
O Test 16

Write on one of the following. Use about 200 words,

I. Television is a ‘useful evil’. Qur homes would be a lot better without a television set.
Do you agree? Give your reasons.

2. Communication then and now

Write about two means of communication in the fast and modern day modes of
communication.

3. “A friend in need is a friend indeed”. Write a speech for the school activity day on
this topic.

4, Complete the following story.

* | remembered my mother’s advice. “Never speak to a stranger. You never
know what would happen.” But that day

...............
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Expected Answers
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OBSERVATIONS :

From the 16 test items of the paper the lowest performance among all test items was shown in this test
item. It was only 9% of the candidates who could score at least some marks ranging between 1 - 15.

COMMENTS :

All the candidates should be encouraged to write simple grammatically correct sentences right from the
beginning. Continuous practice in this regard is essential. Therefore the teachers must adopt suitable
techniques to develop their writing skills. It is advisable to allocate some time for writing every week.
Candidates must be made aware of the marking criteria of writing tasks in the question paper.

The following guideline would be helpful for the candidates to produce a good piece of writing.

- an appropriate beginning and an end.

- well organized ideas

- well connected, grammatically correct sentences
- connected meaningful paragraphs

- a good range of vocabulary

- correct punctuation

- correct spelling

- clear handwriting
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3.0

3.1

Part I11

Factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions for improvement.

Factors to be considered when answering questions.

General Instructions :

The index number of the candidate should be written clearly and accurately in the spaces
provided for it.

Candidates should always use a blue or black pen to answer questions. They should never
answer in pencil.

Writing should be legible and clear.

Each question should be read carefully and the candidate should try to understand the instruction
given before answering each question.

The candidates must attempt to answer all the questions without leaving the spaces for writing
answers in the question paper blank.

Maximum utilization of the time allocated is essential.
Specific Instructions :

The candidate must pay his/her attention to the examples given when answering questions.

Attention should be paid to spellings when transferring information from a text. There should
not be any spelling errors.

The candidate must read and understand the main idea of a text before answering questions
based on it.

The candidates must pay their attention to use correct grammar in their writing tasks.

When the candidate comes across a new word he/she must be able to guess its meaning
according the context in which it appears.

The candidate must apply the reading skills like scanning, skimming and infering when
attempting to answer questions related to reading.

The candidates must not extract chunks from the texts and write as answers when they answer
comprehension questions. They must form the answer in a sentence instead.
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3.2

Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process.

Teachers must be well prepared in the teaching process to facilitate learning.
Teachers should plan their teaching to cater to the needs of the students.

The teachers must be thorough with the text books, syllabus and the Teachers' Instructional
Manual.

Special attention of the teachers should be given to the instructions, activities and the assessment
and evaluation process given in the Teachers Instructional Manual

The students should be given more opportunities to gain new experiences through exploration.
At the beginning of the lesson students should be made aware of what they are going to learn.

Students should be given more opportunities to answer questions. The knowledge of forming
and answering 'wh' questions is very important.

Teachers should see that sufficient time is allocated for writing. They must train the students to
write simple but meaningful paragraphs on a given topic.

The students should also be given sufficient practice in writing guided compositions so that
they will attempt to answer similar writing tasks in the question paper.

The teachers must make use of the text types given in the 'Examination and Assesement
Guideline' to train students for writing tasks. The students must be able to differentiate between

different text types.

Teachers should help their students to reach at least the basic level given in the 'Examination
and Assesement Guideline'.

Teachers' special attention should be paid to teach vocabulary and grammar.
Pair work and group work would facilitate learning.

Teachers must get their knowledge updated to be competent in teaching the subject using
correct methodology to facilitate and motivate the learners.
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