
BN 3 705 
OL/81/E/18 áEPAsha Lank 

Confidential 

Department of Examinations -Sri Lanka 
G.C. E. (0/L) Examination -2020 

31 English Language 

Marking Scheme 

Quality is 

doing it right 
when no one is 

looking" 
Henry Ford 

Luw 
This document has been prepared for the use of Marking Examiners. 

Some changes would be made according to the views presented at the 

Chief Examiners' meeting 

All rights Reserved Amendments to be included 



Department of Examinations 
Confidential 

G.C.E. (O/L) Examination -2020 

Common techniques of marking answer scripts. 
It is compulsory to adhere to the following standard method in marking answer scripts and 

entering marks into the mark sheets. 

1. All assistant examiners must use a red colour ball point pen for marking answer scripts. 

2. Chief Examiner must use a mauve colour pen. 

3. Note down Examiner's Code Number and initials on the front page of each answer script. The 
digits must be written clearly when marks are indicated. 

4. Write off any numerals written wrong with a clear single line and authenticate the alterations 
with Examiner's signature. 

5. Write down marks of each subsection of each question in a as a rational number and write 

down the final marks of each question as a rational number in a Use the column assigned for 

examiners to write down marks. 

6. The arithmetic checker (EMF) must use a a blue or black pen to indicate the checking. 

Example: Question No. 03 
(i) *******e********e*****a*****assesaeeaeeee* ee***. 

**** ****** **e********ee*********************ecaee 

*********************°****°°*****°****°°*°***°*** 

(i) ******************** ****************************** 

N 

(i) **°************** *********************°* ** 

********* **e***ee*******************a*** 

******** ************************************* e**** 

03 
Total 

Structured essay type and essay type answer scripts: 

1. Cross off any pages left blank by candidates. Underline wrong or unsuitable answers and mark 

them as wrong. Show areas where marks can be offered with check marks. 

2. Use the right margin of the overland paper to write down the marks. 

3. Write down the marks given for each question against the question number in the relevant cage 

on the front page in two digits. Selection of questions should be in accordance with the 

instructions given in the question paper. Mark all answers and transfer the marks to the front 

page. Write off answers with lower marks if extra questions have been answered against 

instructions. 

4. Add the total carefuly and write it in the relevant cage on the front page. Turn pages of answer 

script and add all the marks given for all answers again. Check whether that total tallies with the 

total marks written on the front page. 
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Preparation of Mark Sheets. 

EXCept for the subjects with a single question paper, final marks of papers will not be 

calculated within the evaluation board. 

. 

Ihe Final mark relevant to each paper must be entered to the mark sheets separately. 

Enter marks of paper I in "Total Marks" column of the mark sheet and write them in 

Words as well. Follow the same procedure to complete the mark sheet of paper ll. 

I. 

Note 
Final marks for paper I and paper II should always be entered to the mark sheet as a 

whole number. They should never be kept as decimals or half values. 

I. 

I. The examiner who entered marks, the examiner who checked marks, the EMF and the 

chief examiner must certify the accuracy in all page of the mark sheets with their code 

numbers and signature. 

*** 
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PaperI 

Question No Total Skill Marks Distribution 

01 Reading 1x5 05 

02 Vocabulary 1x5 05 

03 Vocabulary x10 05 

04 Grammar & language functions 1x5 05 

05 Reading 1x5 05 

06 Writing C-2, L-33 05 

07 Reading 1x5 05 

08 Writing C-2,L-3 05 

Total 40 

Paper II 

Question No Skill Marks Distribution Total 

09 Vocabulary 1x5 05 

10 Grammar& language functions 1x5 05 

11 Reading 2x14 07 
12 Grammar & language functions 1x5 05 

13 Reading 1x5 05 

14 Writing C- 3, L-3,0-2, M-2 10 

15 Reading (1) hx 4 =2 

(2) 1x2 = 2 

(3) 1x1 =1 

(4) x2 =F 1 

(5) 1x1=1 
(6) 1x1 = 1 

Total 08 

16 Writing C-5,L-5, 0 -2, M- 3 15 

60 Total 

PaperI 40 marks 

60 marks PaperII = 

Total 100 marks| 
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IMPORTANT POINTTS 

Please note 

All sections of each test item are marked, and added correctly. 
In writing tests, marks given under each criterion are added to get the total 

marks. 

eg C 3 
L 2 

O 1 
M - 2 

Total 

All written answers have to be read carefully, spending a considerable time 

before deciding on the mark. 

To be quick in order to finish early should not be the attitude. 

Standardization helps you to become a confident marker. 

.Marking is an experience which enhances your knowledge about teaching, 
learning and testing. 

Please follow the guidelines given in the check list for the Chief Examiners. 
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Assessing writing 
Please note 

To pay attention to the length of the answer in awarding marks for the content. 

If o (zero) marks are awarded to the content, do not award marks for language, 
format, organization and mechanics of writing. 

Ifo (zero) marks are awarded for language, do not award full marks for content. 

Paper I- Questions 6 & 8 

Paper II Questions 14 & 16 O 
CVmaTk 

L-a 

Paper1-Questions 6&8 

Content 2 

Language 
5 Total 

Content-Questions 6 & 8 

Question6 Question 8 

2 All points included Meaningful paragraph with required length 
Only some points included Insufficient content 
Question copied/ Totally irrelevant Question copied / Totally irrelevant 

Language - Questions 6 & 8 

Question 6 

3 Almost no errors, well connected sentences, correct spelling and punctuation 

Some errors, well connected sentences, some errors in spelling and punctuation 

Only one/two correct sentences 

All sentences incorrect 
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aper ll Question 14 
Content 

L.anguago 
Format & org.aniz.ation 

Mechanics ot writing 

Total 10 

14 (a) 

Content-uformal letter 
All points included 

2 Most ot the points inchuded 
Only a few points included 

Question copied /Totally irrelevant 

14(b) 

Content-Bar graph 
3. Correct interpretation of the bar graph, all the information included. 

2 Has written on most of the information, correct interpretation of the bar graph 

1 Interpretation not sufticient 

Question copied /Totally irrelevant 

14 (a) & (b) 

Language 
3 Almost no errors, well connected sentences, good range of vocabulary 

Some errors, well connected sentences, good range of vocabulary 
Only a few correct sentences 

0 All sentences incorrect 

Format & organization 
2 Appropriate format, well organized ideas, connected meaningful paragraphs 

Ideas not well connected, errors in format 

0 No organization at all 

Mechanics of writing 
No spelling errors, correct punctuation, clear handwriting 

Hand writing clear but errors in spelling and punctuation 

Unintelligible writing 
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Paper IL-Question 16 
Content 5 

Language 
Format & Organization 
Mechanics of writing 

5 

3 
Total 15 

(16 a) 
Content-Article 

4-5 Has written on all points including sufficient facts relevant to the topic. Article is of required length.| 
3 Has written on most of the points relevant to the topic. 

Information and facts given not sufficient. 
Article is of required length. 

1 Has attempted to write on the topic. 

Content and descriptions not suficient. 

0 Question copied / Totally irrelevant 

Languagee 
4-5 Almost no errors, well connected sentences, good range of vocabulary. Style of language is suitable 

for an article. 
2-3 Some errors- Meaning is not clear at times due to language problems. Good range of vocabulary 

Only a few correct sentences 

0 
(16 b) Content- speech 

4 -5 Has written on all points including sufficient facts relevant to the topic. Speech is of requiredlength.

All sentences incorrect 

2-3 Has written on most of the points relevant to the topic. 

Factual description not sufficient. 

Speech is of required length. 
Has attempted to write a speech. 

Content and descriptions not sufficient. 
Question copied/Totally irrelevant 

Language 
4-5 Almost no errors, well connected sentences, good range of vocabulary. Use of language is suitable| 

for speech. 
2-3 Some errors - Meaning is not clear at times due to language problems. Good range of vocabulary 

Only a few correct sentences 

All sentences incorrect 

(16 C) Content-essay 
4-5 All points included. 

Essay is of required length. 
Sufficient and clear description given on each point 

2-3 Most of the points included. 

|Factual description not sufficient. 

Sufficient and clear description of the points included. 
Only few points are included 

Question copied / Totally irrelevant 
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Language 
Amost no errors, well connected sentences, good range of vocabulary. Style of language is suitable| 

for a speech. 
-3Some errors - Meaning is not clear at times due to language problems. Good range of vocabulary. 

1 Only a few correct sentences 
0 All sentences incorrect 

(16 D) Content - Dialogue 
4-5 Dialogue is fully developed and relevant to the theme/clue given 

Dialogue is complete with a beginning and end. 
Dialogue is of the required length. 

-3 Dialogue is partially developed but relevant to the theme/clue given. Dialogue is incomplete. 

Dialogue is not of required length. 
Has attempted to write the dialogue. 

Question copied / Totally irrelevant 

Language 
4-5 Almost no errors, well connected exchanges, good range of vocabulary. Style of language(informal) 

is suitable for a dialogue._ 
| 2-3 A few errors -Meaning is not clear at times due to language problems. Good range of vocabulary. 

1 Only a few correct exchanges. 
All sentences incorrect. 0 

16 a& b Format and organization 
2 Well organized ideas, connected meaningful paragraphs. 

Ideas not well connected. 

No organization at al. 0 

16 c 

|Appropriate beginning and ending of a speech. 

Well organized ideas, connected meaningful paragraphs. 
Some Ideas not well connected properly and not meaningful. 
No organization at all. 

2 

16d 
|Appropriate beginning and ending of a dialogue. 
Well-connected ideas, connected meaningful exchanges. 
Some ideas not well connected and meaningful. 

|No organization at al1. 

Mechanics of writingg 
16 a, b, c &d 

No spelling errors, Correct punctuation, Clear handwriting, 

A few errors in spelling and punctuation. Clear handwriting 
|Hand writing clear but errors in spelling and punctuation. 

0 Unintelligible writing. 

31 English Language (Marking Scheme)/ G. C. E. (0/L) Examination - 2020/ Amendments to be included 



Department of Examinations Conlidental 

Specifications - Paper 1 

Test 1 Reading Test 2 Vocabulary 
Testing Technique :-Matching 

Text type:- Instructions 
Competency: Extracts necessary information Competency:- Building up vocabulary using word 

| from various types of texts. 
Competency Level:- Assess the ability to use visual meaning 
clues to derive the meaning of the texts. 

Testing Technique: Gap filling 
Text type:-A dialogue 

appropriately and accurately to convey precis 

Competency Level:- Assess the ability to use nouns 
verbs, adjectives and adverbs appropriately 

Test 3 Vocabulary Test 4 Grammar & Language functions 

Testing Technique:- Gap filling 
Text type:- Passage 

Testing Technique:- Gap filling 
Text type:- A picture description 
Competency- Building up vocabulary using words Competency: Uses English grammar for the 
appropriately. 
Competency Level: Assess the ability to use Competency Level: 
nouns verbs adjectives & adverbs appropriately. pronouns appropriately. 

purpose of accurate and effective communication. 

Assess the ability to use 

Test 5 Reading Test 6 Writing 

Testing Technique: Transferring information 
Text type: Descriptive text 

Competency: Extracts necessary information Competency Uses English 
from various types of texts 
Competency Level:- Assess the ability to extract Competency Level:- Assess the ability to write fo 

information from various types of simple texts/| official purposes. 

| Transfer information into other forms. 

Testing Technique:- Guided writing 
Text type:- A notice 

creatively 
innovatively in written communication. 

and 

Test 7 Reading Test 8 Writing 

Testing Technique:- MCQs 
Text type:- A narrative text 

Competency: Extracts necessary information Competency 
from various types of texts. 

Competency Levels:- Assess the ability to extract Competency Level: Assess the ability to write 

information from various types of simple texts 

Testing Technique:- Free writing 
Text type:A paragraph 

Uses English creatively and 
innovatively in written communication. 

simple compositions on different types of topics. 
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Paper 

Question No Skill Marks Distribution Total 

01 Reading 1x5 05 

02 Vocabulary 1x5 05 

03 Vocabulary 2x10 05 

04 Grammar & language functions 1x5 05 
05 Reading 1x5 05 

06 Writing C-2,L-3 05 
07 Reading 1x5 05 

08 Writing C-2, L-3 05 

Total 40 

******* --- 

O Test 1 For 
examiners Match the following instructions with the pictures given. Write the letter of the most suitable use only 

picture in the box given against each instruction. The first one is done for you. 

Pictures 

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) ( 

da ne can 
be afo.1 

k 
Instructions 

o 1x 
(1) Avoid fast food. C (2) Get your temperature checked. 

d4) Use a hand sanitizer. 
b(6) Maintain two metre distance. 

(3) Wear a face mask. Total 
(5) Wash your hands. e 

O Test 2 
Fill in the blanks in the following dialogue. Use the words given in the box. Write the leter 
of the correct word in the space given. The frst one is done for you. 
Shevon :Hello! Is that Naduni? Shevon here. Jor 

:Hello Shevon. How are you doing? (a share Naduni 

Shevon Not bad. Did you (1) the Science lesson this morning? |(b) interesting 

:No, I couldn't. I woke up a litte (2)... 

Yeah, it was an (3).... lesson on pollution. 
Naduni . Did you watch it? 

c)watchr 
Shevon 

Naduni Who (4) .... the lesson? (d) late 

Shevon Mr. Sivagurunathan. He explained it (5) with many (e) taught 
examples. Q.2 

:I feel bad that I missed it. clearly Naduni x 

Shevon :Don't wory. I took down some notes. I will (6) ....d... them with you. Total 
Naduni Thanks Shevon. 

Shevon You are welcome! 
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Fo 
exi 
use Test 3 

Study the picture and fill in the blanks using the words given in the box. Write the letter of the | 

correct word in the blank. The first one is done for you. 

(a) books 

(b) JeaeherF 
(c) standing 

(d) globe 
cht (e) front 

()ladder 
(g) table 

(h) neatly 
) notes 

) checking 

(k) racks 

This picture shows a library. There are some students and a (1) ....... sitting at the 

(2) 8.. in the middle. One student is taking down some (3)..... while the others are 

reading (4) .....a... . The books on the (5)....K.. are aranged (6) ...h... and the assistant 

ibrarian is (7) ......... on a small (8) ....T... selecting some books. The librarian at the 

(9)....e... table is (10)..... some library cards. There is a (11) .. .. on her table. 

O Test 4 

Underline the most suitable word to fill in each blank. The first one is done for you. 

(You, Your, Yours) would agree that 

Why do people keep cats as pets? (1).... 

(Them, They, Their) are playful, intelligent 
cats are excellent companions. (2)... 

and loving animals. Cats let (3).... .... (them, they, their) owners know that they are 

happy by rewarding (4)... .. (them, they, their) with a loud rumbling purr or a lick 

on the arm. The cat also has the ability to be alone for several days at a time. All of these 

make (5).... .. (it, its, it's) a lovable animal. Ancient Egyptians appreciated the same 

things about cats that (6)..... (us, we, our) do today. They were the first to keep 

cats as pets. 
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Test 55 
Read the text and complete the table given below. The first one is done for you. 

For 
examiners 
use only 

Malta 

Malta is a country with three islands. They are the island of Malta itself, and the smaller islands 

of Gozo and Comino. The area of the Malta island is 246 square kilometres, while Gozo is 67| 

square kilometres in area. Comino is only 3.5 square kilometres. 
As at 2019, the population of Malta was 514,564. There are two ethnic groups in Malta. 

They are the Maltese and non-Maltese. The percentage of the Maltese is 79% and the percentage 
of non-Maltese is 21%. Valetta is the capital of Malta and it is also the smallest national capital 

in the Buropean Union. 
The official and national language in Malta is Maltese, which is of Arabic origin. Italian and 

Sicilian also previously served as official languages on the island for centuries. English is the 

second official language. 
The chief products of Malta are potatoes, vegetables, grapes, wheat and barley. Malta is a very 

important shipping centre for the Mediterranean. It is also famous for its architectural sites and 
festi vals. Malta is also a popular film location in its own right. The currency used in Malta| 

is the Euro. Malta is also a popular tourist destination in Europe. 

.. Mata. (1) The name of the country 

..Gomin0.. 
(2) The smallest island 

....two..4.... 95 
(3) The number of ethnic groups ****** 1x 

Valetta..... (4) The capital city 
Maltese Total 

5) The official language 
*****| (6) Money used 

O Test 6 

The Welfare Society of your school has planned a programme to clean the dengue breeding 

places in your school. You are the monitor of your class and your teacher has asked you 

to inform your classmates about this programme. Write a notice inviting your classmates to 

participate in it. Use about 40 50 words. Include the following 

- date, time 

- places to be cleaned (around the shrine room, near the class etc.) 

- things to be brought (tools, equipment) 

..Nofice.. 
e...sfudents...ot...Grade..L 

. he.Welfare..S9ciety...o..ur...chaol..has 

planned.. prRgramme...o..lean....the...dengue....breedinq. 

places....ak..he...Schoo...orn.fhe..2o. Mor.ch..2021.trom. 

:.00...9m...9nwards..Ihe.... veas....9round.... he....Shrine...oom 

and..Or....Classr9om...WN...b...cleaned. Q.6 
..Please....brin�....necESSary..aals...nd.equipment 

..Jou..are.nvited.o. n...hs.prgram.me. 
Monitor. Total 

5 
arade 11B 

12 ***********. 
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O Test 7 
For 

Read the following text and underline the correct answer examiners 
use only 

I still remember how anxiously I was waiting for our monthly visit to grandma's house. I was so 

excited that couldn't sleep until the day I left for grandma's. As soon as we got to grandma's 
house, we always went to the kitchen. There, grandma would give us a burning hot bowl of soup 
and we enjoyed it very much. Grandpa also would give us each a bar of chocolate that melted in 

our mouths soon. 
Just off the kitchen, was grandma's living room. High on the wall was an antique clock. At the 

far end of the room were grandma's short octagonal cabinets with round tops. 
Grandma also had a place for us to play. It was the old garage. There were some cars, not just 
regular cars but wonderful old cars. When the engines of those cars started, they sounded like 

lions roaring. 
When the time came to leave grandma's house, we were always sad. We would miss grandna's fresh 

glass of milk in the morning and grandpa's loud laughter. Sometimes we would hide under grandma's 

great big bed hoping our parents would leave without us. Eventually, they al ways found us. 

(1) How often did the writer and his family visit grandma? 

(a) once a month (6) once a year (C) once a week 

(2) What did grandpa offer them? 

(a) a bowl of soup (6) a glass of milk (c) a bar of Chocolate 

(3) Where was the antique clock? 
(a) high on the wall (b) in the kitchen (c) on the cabinet 

(4) 'Eventually' in line 13 means; 

(a) finally (b) gradually (c)soon Q.7 

(5) What is the correct order of events which happened at grandma's? 

(a) playing in the garage, hiding under grandma's bed, eating a bar of chocolate 

(b) eating a bar of chocolate, playing in the garage, hiding under grandma's bed 

x 

Total 
(c) eating a bar of chocolate, hiding under grandma's bed, playing in the garage 

OTest 8 
Write a paragraph on one of the following topics. Use about 50 to 60 words. 

(a) A helpful person in my lifer (b) A place I like to visit 

A...helptu... person...y..te.. 
.here..ae..many...helptul... PeQple...my..ite. 

.Among...them,.my..mother...stands..u.rom..he. 

moment...w...are...born...o..his...ward,..mather...is..he... 

9ne..who. orks..uS.A..remémber....hN.She... 

has....been...With....me..n...a.p$..and....downs.In... 

.my1e...2he..nek..nly..gie...me.WODIent 

a4vice...buut.so.diests..me..n..he @rect.. 
poh ...Rraua.....50y.hat..my.mathet.. 

the..best...mather....in...he..War.d......ove..m..mather..o.8 

**** 

** 

. 

|P 
L 

Total 

3 ** 

******* *** 

************** ****** 

13 
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Specifications -Paper II 

Test 9 Vocabulary 

Testing Technique:- Gap filling 
Text type:- A descriptive text 

Test 10 Grammar & Language functions 

Testing Technique:- Question formation
Text type:-Descriptive text 

Competency:- Building up vocabulary using words Competency: Uses English grammar for the 

appropriately and accurately to convey precisel purpose ofaccurate and effective communication. 

meaning 
Competency Level:- Assess the ability to use nouns simple sentences. 

verbs, adjectives and adverbs appropriately. 

Competency Level:- Assess the ability to construcd 

Test 12 Grammar & Language functions Test 11 Reading 

Testing Technique:- Gap filling/ Banked cloze 
Text type: A short descriptive text 

Testing Technique: Gap filling 
Text type:- A short descriptive text 

Competency:- Uses English grammar for the 
This test item intends to test overallgrammatical purpose of accurate and effective communication. 

proficiency/competency of the candidate. Competency Level:- Assess the ability to construct 
simple sentences. (using correct verb forms) 

Test 14 writing 
Testing Technique:- Guided writing 
Text type:- (a) An informal letter (b) Bar chart 

Test 13 Reading 

Testing Technique:- Matching 
Text type:- A descriptive text 

Competency: Extracts necessary information Competency: 
from various types of texts. 
Competency Levels: Assess the ability to infe 14(a) Competency Level: Assess the ability to 
implied information/transfer information in to write for personal purposes. 14(b) Assess the 

Uses English creatively and 
innovatively in written communication. 

ability to write simple composition on differen 
types of topics. 

other forms. 

Test 15 Reading Test 16 Writing 
Testing Technique: True/False , MCQs, short Testing Technique:- Guided Writing 

Text type:- An article/ speech/essay/dialogue 

English 
answers 

Text type:- A descriptive text 

Competency Extracts necessary information innovatively in written communication. 
from various types of texts. 

Competency Level: Assess the ability to infer compositions. 
implied information/Assess the ability to extract 
information from various types of simple texts/ 
find synonyms and antonyms for given words. 

Competency:-Uses creatively and 

Competency Level:- Assess the ability to write 

31 English Language (Marking Scheme)/ G. C. E. (0/L) Examination -2020/ Amendments to be included 
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